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RIGHT TO BE HEARD

Project sponsored by Georgia Supreme Court Committee on Justice for Children

Written by Sharon Carlson and Vala Peyton Adoptive and Foster Parent Association of Georgia

Over 178 foster parents in 41 counties across Georgia have attended 9 “Right to be Heard” trainings.  After the AFPAG conference in March 2009, AFPAG has traveled with Juvenile Court Judge Britt Hammond (and member of J4C).  Judge Hammond has presented this training to foster parents and helped them to understand their right to be heard in court, prior to court and their right to timely notification of court proceedings.  Foster parents were given a pre-training survey to reveal their knowledge on Right to be Heard and to express whether or not they were receiving notification of court proceedings and being allowed to attend and be heard at those court proceedings involving the foster children/child in their homes.  Along with expressing their knowledge in the surveys, Judge Hammond offered foster parents multiple opportunities during the 2-hour trainings to ask questions and seek clarification on this specific subject. 

Survey results revealed varying responses in different areas and at different training sites.  Differences were not specific to one area of the state.  

For example:

· Trainings in Henry, Richmond, Brunswick, Paulding and Tattnall counties revealed a lower percentage of foster parents receiving Right to be Heard. 

· Trainings in Glynn, Irwin and Catoosa counties revealed a 50/50 split in the audience of those who feel like they have right to be heard and those who feel they do not.  

· Baldwin County training revealed 80% of the foster parents received timely notification and were given ample opportunities to be heard before and during hearings regarding their foster care cases.  This was the only training site that revealed such a high percentage of foster parents understanding and also in agreement with their Right to be Heard.  
List of Right to be Heard Training dates, attendance and locations. 

1. Henry  County, 4-25-09, Attendance:  12
2. Richmond County, 5-19-09, Attendance:  11

3. Madison County, 6-9-09, Attendance:  16

4. Catoosa County, 6-27-09, Attendance:  19

5. Glynn County, 7-11-09, Attendance:  14

6. Bartow County, 7-25-09, Attendance:  2

7. Baldwin County, 7-28-09, Attendance:  15

8. Tattnall County, 8-8-09, Attendance:  21

9. Irwin County, 8-15-09, Attendance:  69  (childcare offered and school back in session)

It will be the goal of this partnership (J4C and AFPAG) to reach foster parents in all 159 counties in all 17 regions of this state so that the majority of Georgia’s foster parents can attend the trainings on Right to be Heard. We are also seeing a trend that the number of participants increases at each training as we move out of the summer months and when we offer childcare.  The counties listed here include future training sites and their surrounding counties between August 2009 to April 2010:
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