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POLICY TITLE:  MINIMUM VISITATION REQUIREMENTS

POLICY NUMBER: 

CODES

REQUIREMENT

The Division of Family and Children (DFCS) or their designee
 must conduct monthly face-to-face purposeful visits with: 

1. Children in foster care 
(placed inside or outside the county).
2. Children in a pre-adoptive placement.

3. Children in DFCS custody placed outside of Georgia via an approved Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC).  

The DFCS social services case manager (SSCM) or their designee must: 

1. Conduct at least every other visit in the child’s residence
.
2. Conduct private discussions with each child age three and older away from the presence of others (e.g. foster parent, relative, facility staff, therapist, or siblings). 

3. Document each visit in Georgia SHINES within 72 hours of visit completion.

If a designee is completing the minimum visitation requirement, the assigned DFCS SSCM or their immediate supervisor must conduct a face-to-face purposeful visit in the home, every 90 calendar days with: 
1. Each child in foster care; and
2. Each child in a pre-adoptive placement.

The assigned DFCS SSCM must ensure that each child placed out of state via an approved ICPC receives a monthly purposeful visit by the assigned case manager in the receiving state.  The SSCM may solicit assistance via the Georgia State Office ICPC Unit to enforce visitation requirements.
The DFCS SSCM or designee should alternate the visit location.  Consider having the visit in a child friendly setting (e.g. visitation center, recreational areas, restaurants, parks, etc.)  


NOTE: If at all possible, visits should not take place at school.  The SSCM 

presence at school may be socially awkward and embarrassing to 


the child and can interfere with the educational process.
The DFCS SSCM or designee must conduct a monthly face- to- face visit with each parent/guardian/custodian
 with an open permanency case.

The DFCS SSCM or designee must conduct a face-to-face visit with the resource provider at least every 60 days.

DFCS state office staff will develop a written visitation contract with any provider who is designated to complete the required minimum purposeful visitation.  

PROCEDURE

The SSCM and supervisor must use critical decision making skills to determine if a case warrants more than the minimum number of visits with the child/family or resource provider.  Circumstances which warrant additional visitation include but are not limited to:

1. Child(ren) moved to a new placement.  A face-to-face visit in the home/faculty with the child and caregiver within the first week of any new placement.  

EXCEPTION: The supervisor may approve a phone contact in lieu of the required face-to-face visit.  If a phone contact is made during the first week a face-to-face visit is required prior to the end of the second week of placement. 

2. Change in permanency plan.

3. Child(ren) not adjusting to their placement.

4. Child(ren) on a trial home visit.

5. Child(ren) who are considered vulnerable because of age or disability and who are part of a household with an active CPS case, even though not the subject of a substantiated incident of maltreatment.

6. Child(ren) transitioning to a pre-adoptive home.

7. Child(ren) being prepared for reunification or other permanent setting.

PRACTICE GUIDANCE
Findings from the Federal Child and Family Service Reviews (CFSRs) have shown a correlation between the quality and frequency of caseworker visits with the children and families in the agency’s care and positive outcomes for children.(citation)  These outcomes include expediting permanency and ensuring child well-being. 
Social Services Case Manager Designee

Any caseworker/ private provider which DFCS has assigned/contracted case management or visitation responsibilities. 
REFERENCES

Websites
1. Child Welfare Visits with Children and Parents http://www.ncsl.org/programs/cyf/caseworkervisits.htm
� Any caseworker/ private provider which DFCS has assigned/contracted case management or visitation responsibilities.


� This includes, but is not limited to, placements in foster family homes, foster homes of relatives, unpaid relative placements, group homes, emergency shelters, residential facilities, child care institutions, and pre-adoptive homes.


� A "child's residence" is defined as the home where the child is residing, whether in-state or out-of-state, and can include the foster home, child care institution, or the home from which the child was removed if the child is on a trial home visit.





� Parents include both mother and father.  Visitation with the father includes alleged, legal or biological fathers.  
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